BASIC COURSE 



UNIT 6 



3. 



bata 



fila 



% » 

ewu 



s *o f e bata pupa 
s'o fe fxla pupa 



« — 



■ 



s o fewu pupa 



rara. 
rara. 

r t 

rara. 



mo re bata dudu 
■ 



mo fe f lla dudu 
mo re ewu dudu 



UNIT 6 



A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 

fe 
i 

ra 

lwe 

mo f e * • rawe 
i 

elo 

elo m 

sile 

okan 
i 

sile kan 
i 

mo ra kan lana 



'I want to buy a book' 
A 

Mo fe ra iwe. 
■ 

B 

Elo ni? 

A 

Sile kan. 
■ 

B 

Mo ra kan ni ana. 



want 

buy 

book 

I want to buy a book. 

how much? 
How much is it*? 

shilling 
one 

One shilling. 

I bought one yesterday. 



elo lo ra* 



A 

Elo ni o raa? 
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How much did you pay 
[fori it? 



UNIT 6 



YORUBA 



B 

sisi sixpence 



sxsi Sisi. Sixpence. 



B. NOTES. 

1. Elision involving x. 
Compare the forms* 

* * * — 

mo re * rob^ 'I want to buy a knife ' 

* t * 

mo f e ra obe f I want to buy a knife ' 

Again, as m Unit 5, we find assimilation between the final 
vowel of the verb and the first vowel of its noun object. In this 
example, it is the vowel of the verb stem ra which is lost. What 
remains is identical with the initial vowel of the noun object m 
quality and m tone. 

Now compare these additional forms: 

f f A V 

mo f e "rawe 'I want to buy a book' 

mo f e ' ra lwe 'I want to buy a book' 

Here again, complete loss of a unit of vowel length takes 
place as we go from deliberate to casual style, but the quality 
of the vowel that remains is that of the verb stem, not of the 
first syllable of the noun object. This happens when the first 
syllable of the noun object is ±- • 

2. Low verb before an object m deliberate style has mid 
tone . 

Compare the phrases: 

mo ra iwe 'I bought a book' 

mo rawe 'I bought a book' 
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When a low verb (e.g. ra) is used before a noun object m 
the deliberate style (i.e. with no contraction), it has mid tone. 



3. Notice the phrase s 



elo lo'ra* 



'How much did you pay for it? ' 



The internal structure of this phrase will not be the 
subject of drills at this stage. 

C. Exercises . 

1. Tones of a low verb m contracted vs. uncontracted phrases, 



iwe 



llu 



ide 



lbon 



'book' 
' drum ' 
'fetter ' 
'gun ' 



mo rawe 



mo ralu 
mo rade 
mo rabon 



_ _ \ v 

mo ra iwe 



mo ra llu 
mo ra ide 
mo ra lbon 



Practice the above material, two columns at a time , so that 
when you hear either member of a pair of synonymous utterances, 
you can respond immediately with the other: Columns 1 and 2 

Columns 2 and 3 
Columns 3 and 2 



Now 


do the 


same with these three 


columns . 








a . 


opa 


'walking stick' 


a ropa 


a 


ra 


opa 




oke 


'large bag' 


a roke 


a 


ra 


oke 
■ i 




iwe 


'book' 


a rawe 


a 


ra 


iwe 


b. 


obe 
i i 


'knife ' 


a robe 
t i 


a 


ra 


obe 
i i 




obo 
i i 


'monkey ' 


a robo 


a 


ra 


obo 
i i 




ibon 
i 


'gun ' 


a rabon 


a 


ra 


ibo] 
i 
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C. 



ewu 
i 

*, * 

oko 
i i 

iiu 



'shirt ' 
'spear ' 
'drum ' 



a rewu 
i 



a ra ewu 
i 



a roko 



ra oxo 
■ i 



a ralu 



a ra iiu 



D. Supplementary material ; Some additional modifiers of nouns. 

1. 



Iru 


'kind, 


sort ' 


gigun 
gungun 


'long, 


tall ' 


* * * i 

kukuru 

* * » 

kikuru 


'short 


t 


didara 


'good ' 




omo 
i t 


'child 


i 


obmrin 


• 'woman 


i 


<pkunr in 


'man ' 




Trin 


' steel 


, iron 



mo f e 'robe 
■ ■ ■ 

» ft 

obe *ru wo 
■ i 

obe gigun 

* t * * 

obe kukuru 
i i 

obe didara 
■ i 

obe Irin 



mo fe ra obe 



obe Iru ewo 



'I want to buy a knife ' 
'what kind of knife? 1 
'a long knife ' 
'a short knife ' 
'a good knife ' 
'a steel knife ' 



2. 



omowo lo ri 



omo binrin 
■ i 



omo kunrin 



'which child did you see?' 
'a girl ' 
'a boy 1 
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